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MaTTaHtw V. 16. 


Let your Light fo ſhine before Men, that 
they may ſee your good Works, and 
glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 


* 


H E little Time that I have had 
the Honour to be in this Neigh- 
bourhood, and the very ſhort 
Warning I had to prepare myſelf, 
miglit have excuſed me from appearing here at 
this Time, and freed me from a Taſk to which 
I am fo very unequal; I mean that of giving 
Advice to thoſe who are in all Reſpects ſo much 


riors I could not refuſe, however in myſelf un- 
fit. I ſhall therefore take this Opportunity, my 
Reverend Brethren, to offer a few Hints, which, 
if they meet with the Approbation of your 
detter Judgments, may not be altogether uſeleſs. 
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The Words of our Text are a Part of our 
bleſſed Lord's Sermon upon the Mount; a little 
before he had told his Diſciples that they were 
the Light of the World, and, in Conſequence 
hereof, he argues for the Reaſonableneſs of ex. 
poſing this Light to the Obſervation of the 
World: A City that is ſet on an Hill cannot be bil, 
neither do Men light a Gandle and put it under a 
Buſbel, but: on. a Candleflick, and it . giveth Light 1 
all that are in the Houſe. He then adds, Let yur 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee pur 
good Works, and glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven, | 


In treating this Subject we ſhall 


Firſt, Conſider the Force and Influence of 
Example. 


Secondly, Endeavour to ſhew, in what Reſpech 
our Light ought to ſhine before Men. 


Thirdly, Inquire what are the proper Ends and 
Motives of moral and religious Actions. And, 


Laſth, Make ſome Obſervations ſuitable to the 
preſent Oocaſion. 


But 


0 3 


But, before we proceed, it may not be improper 
to ſhew, after what Manner our good Works 
may be ſaid. to give Glory to God. The Glory 
of God is the Happineſs of his Creatures. We 
are told, God made all Things for his own Glory. 
In what Senſe ? We are not to imagine, that an 
infinitely perfect Being ſtood in Need of any 
Glory from his Creatures: No; he made the 
World, produced all Things out of nothing into 
Being, that he might communicate Happineſs to 
numberleſs Intelligencies, ard make them Par- 
takers of his glorious Perfections. The Honour 


of the divine Being is moſt effectually advanced 


and ſecured this Way. Now our good Works 
as they have an undoubted Tendency to promote 
our own Welfare, they muſt advance the Glory 
of God; and indeed our giving Glory to God, 
as it reſpects the Temper of our own Minds, is 
neceſſarily connected with our Happineſs, as the 
Act of Praiſe. itſelf is a conſiderable Part of 
it; but what our Text ſeems more eſpecially 
to allude to, is the Influence that our good Ex- 
ample may have over others, that they ſeeing 


our good Works, obſerving us to reſpect the 


divine Commands, careful to pleaſe God, and 
to do good to Men, may be engaged to imitate 
us, and thus glorify God by the Reformation of 
their Lives; or may glorify God for that Grace 
and Goodneſs which he has given to Men, and 
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81 
which they ſhew forth in their Lives. *. 
come now, 


1/t, To conſider the Force and Influence > 
Example. 


Such js the Frame of our Minds, that we are 
naturally led to pay a Regard to the Example; 
of others; or whence ſhould it ariſe, that the 
greateſt Part of Mankind, in all Ages and Na- 
tions of the World, ſhould have been ſo ready 
to pay a moſt unaccountable Deference to pre- 
vailing Faſhions and Opinions? Let but any 
Thing be once common and popular, however 
in itſelf abſurd and ridiculous, it is immediately 
2 Prejudice in its Favour, ſufficient with moſt 
Men tq getermine the Choice. We natural 
aſſimulate to thoſe we converſe with. The ſame 
Turn of Mind and Sentiments is generally found 
with thoſe who are conſtant Companions and 
intimate Friends. There is a kind of Faſcination 
or Charm in the Example of others, which itis 
almoſt impoſlible for us to reſiſt ; ſo that to keep 
good or bad Company is moſt likely to make 3 
good pr a bad Man. Advice and Precepts make 
only a ſlight Impreſſion on the Mind, and which 
laſts but for a ſhort Time, whilſt Example Is 3 
conſtant and powerful Call to Imitation, Whilſt 
we ſee Men go on in the Repetition of Actions, 


plain'y contrary to che calm Dictates of ___ 
ad 


. 

and impartial Inquiry, or even to their . own 
Advice and Counſel to others, we are apt in 
this Caſe to draw ſome favourable Concluſions, 
that ſtill there is ſomething at the Bottom, either 
of Pleaſure or Profit, which is lufficient to re- 
ward them, or we ſhould never ſee them perſiſt 
in the ſame wicked Courſes. This operates ſo 
ſuddenly upon us, that we have not Time to call 
in to our Aſſiſtance the Aid of Reaſon and Re- 
flection, but are won over to the Intereſts of 
Vice almoſt inſtantaneouſly. The Force of 
| Example is not only great, but its Influence is 
vaſtly extenſive ; and may very well be compared 
to a City which is ſet on an Hill and cannot be 
kid. A good or a bad Character is very ob- 
ſervable ; and a wicked Man entices to Vice by 
his irregular Behaviour, as well as a good Man 
engages to Virtue by his ſober Conduct. And 
ſuppoſe only one. Man ſhould be influenced 
either to Virtue or Vice by the Example of ane 
Perſon, yet many more may be engaged to 
imitate him in that Courſe or Series of Actions 
which will lead to Happineſs or Miſery. Thus 
Men are not aware what ſurpriſing Good or 
Miſchief they . may do by one good or evil 
Action. When it is not improbable that Mul- 
titudes yet unborn may have Reaſon to curſe 
the Day when once the Way was lead to Ruin, 
by ſome bold and daring Offender ; nor may 
others have leſs Reaſon to bleſs the Man who by 


. 


his 
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his bright and ſhining Example firſt engaged mz. 
ny to follow him in a Courſe of Virtue. Every 
Act has a Tendency to an Habit; one Adion 
frequently draws after it many more; and when 
Habits are onge fixed, tis difficult to root them 
out. That it requires the greateſt Care and Ca. 
tion never to do any Thing amiſs, leſt the 
Temptation to it ſhould again return with dou- 
ble Violence; perhaps ſo great, that with all our 
Strength of Reſolution, it would'be os An to 
refift it. "Duty we come, | 


24h. To ſhew in what Reſpect our Light 
EN to thine before Men. 


Tet your Ligh fo Hine before” Men, that they my 
fee your good Works, and glorify Jour Father whith i 
in Heaven. bans © 


The Proptiety of this Metaphor is abundantly 
plain and beautiful ; nothing is more apt to at- 
tract the Eyes and enliven the Countenance than 
Light, eſpecially that which ſhines in a dat 
Place; nothing can more attra& the Obſervation, 
engage the Attention, or gladden the Hearts of 
Beholders, than a bright and excellent Character 
appearing in the Midſt of a crooked and per- 
verſe Generation. A good Man may very pro- 
perly be faid to be the Light of the World, 2 
teaſt ſo far as the Influence of his Example, Fe 


3 

he Benefit of his Advice or pious Inſtructions 
en extend. It would be difficult to enumerate 
all the ſeveral Duties to which we are obliged as 
Men and Chriſtians, and by the conſtant Diſ- 
charge of which, we ought to make our r Dyht 
ſhine before Men. 


In the general we may affirm, it muſt be by 
abſtaining from all Immorality and Wickedneſs, 
and earneſtly endeavouring after the Practice of 
univerſal Holineſs; and by this Means we ſhall * 
become bright Examples to the World around 
us, able to attract others to the ſame virtuous 
Behaviour. The whole Compaſs of human Du- 
ty may be comprized.in what relates to our- 
ſelves, to Society, and to God : And here to be 
a little more particular, our Light ought to ſhine 
defore Men, in our Sobriety and Temperance. 


There are Duties owing to ourſelves as well as 
others, and if we are not more eſpecially care- 
ful to perform theſe in which we are moſt inti- 
mately and nearly concerned, and which are ſo 
neceſſary for our own Happineſs and Comfort 
ren in this Life, how ſhould it be expected we 
ſhould behave as becomes Members of Society, 
nd who ought to ſtudy the Happineſs and Wel- 
fare of their F ellow-men ? 


(8-3 


The Performance of one Duty naturally lead. 
to that of another. As it is obſerved in Philo. 
phy, there is a certain Connection of the %: 
ences, à certain Dependance which they hare 
one upon another, that when a Man has en- 
gaged in one Branch of Learning, he is naturally 
led on in his Inquiries to another; and it is Very 
difficult to attain a perfect Knowledge in any one 
Branch of Learning; without a general Acqui. 
tance at leaſt, with ſeveral others. Thus, itis 
impoſſible to perform one Duty aright without 
being engaged in the Practice of the reſt, as they 
all depend upon the ſame Principles ; there is no 
ſuch Thing as being religious by Halves; all our 
pretended Regards to God, will avail but little 
if we have no Regard to Men ; all our Concems 
for the Intereſts of Mankind will ſignify nothing 
at all, if a due Regard to our own Happineſs and 
Welfare be wanting. And, indeed, our Concem 
for the Welfare of Society and our own Good 
are perfectly. coincident ; we cannot promote tht 
one, without advancing the other. By don 
good to others we gratify the moſt exalted, the 
moſt amiable and lovely Part of our Natures, ov! 
benevolent Faculty; we have the pleaſing he. 
flection that ſome of our Fellow-Men and Fellov- 
Chriſtians, enjoy ſome conſiderable Degree 0 
Happineſs, from our ſucceſsful Endeavours t 


promote it, And this cannot but above all TY 
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tend to heighten our own Enjoyments, as it 
gives us the moſt ſolid and laſting Satisfaction. 


No lefs when we are endeavouring in a juſt and 


regular Way to advance our own Intereſt,  what- 
ever Good we procure to ourſelves, it does not 
ultimately ſtop here; but we do good likewiſe to 
Society, ſo far at leaſt as we make a Part of 
that Whole. On the contrary, if we be careleſs 
and neglectful of our own Happineſs, we muſt of 
Neceflity become Burdens to Society. 


By Sobriety and Temperance, we underſtand 
not only abſtaining from Gluttony and Drunken- 
neſs, but likewiſe from the Gratification of any 
Appetite whatever, in an irregular Way, or to an 
exceſſive Degree. Let your Moderation (ſays the 
Apoſtle) be known unto all Men; an Expreſſion, 
nearly ſynonymous with the Words of our Text, 
which implies thus much; — fo take Care to 
mortify every Corruption, and te direct and go- 
vern every Appetite and Paſſion, every Deſire and 
Averſion, that they may never lead you to any 
Thing contrary to your Duty, by getting the 
Maſtery of your Reaſon, and hinder you from 
performing what you are obliged to: And let 
this Watch over the inferior Part of your Na- 
tures be ſo conſtantly kept up, that the World 
around you may have Occaſion to obſerve your 
Vigilance and Reſolution, in ſuppreſſing every ir- 
regular, vicious Inclination. 


1 Ter 
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There is not Room at this Time to demon- co 
ſtrate the bad Effects of Exceſs and Debauchery, 5 
what Miſchiefs they bring on the Perſons them. oY 
ſelves! What Scandal to the Profeſſion of Reli. qu 
gion ! What Offence they give in the Eyes of 8 
Beholders! What Harm to an whole Commu. Pr 
nity ! Intemperance has a natural Tendency to w 
bring on Diſeaſes, nouriſh and feed them; to a 
impair the Memory, weaken the Underſtanding, . 
diſturb and corrupt the Imagination, and render | 
the Soul fluggiſh and inactive, unfit for its pro- . 


per, rational Employment. Whereas the con- 
trary Virtues have contrary Effects, their Influ- 
ence is always kindly and benign; *tis of the Na. 
ture of Virtue to be beneficial both to Soul and 
Body. Self-Government never fails to reward 
in an ample Manner the Perſon who exerciſes it, 
his Labour is never in vain; it confirms Health, 
invigorates the Spirits, ſtrengthens the Faculties, 
and enlivens the Mind, and fits it to ſuſtain its 
Load of Buſineſs. And as it is with thoſe Appe- 
tites which ariſe from the Body, ſo it is with 
thoſe Paſſions which are peculiar to the Soul it- 
ſelf. | 


Immoderate Anger, an implacable and re- 
vengeful Temper, expoſe a Man to numberlels 
Inconveniencies, give him perpetual Diſturbance, 
and ſecretly prey upon his Health, whilſt the 
| contrary 


E 


contrary Virtues of a meek and quiet Spirit, of a 
merciful and forgiving Temper, keep the Soul 
calm and at Eaſe, in a proper Situation for in- 
quiring after its Duty, in a proper Diſpoſition for 
being influenced by its Motives, and rightly 
prepared for the Practice of it. Thus we ſee, 
when the ſenſual Appetites are well governed, 
and Reaſon has its due Aſcendency in the Man, 
it is a great Cauſe of real Good, and the happy 
Perſon, who is thus Maſter of himſelf, becomes 
2 ſhining Pattern to thoſe that are about him. 
But farther, 


Our Light ſhould ſhine before Men in our 
Juſtice and Charity. Theſe two may very na- 
turally be deduced from the fame Principle. In- 
deed to be fair and juſt in our Dealings between 
Man and Man, ſeems to be the Baſis and Founda- 


in ſome tolerable Degree there would be no 
living. The whole World would be involved in 


denſe of the Word, may be underſtood the 
whole of our Duty towards Men; for it may 
imply, and ſometimes does, as Cicero obſerves, 
not only that we ſhould do no Hurt to any, but 
that likewiſe, to the utmoſt of our Power, we 
ſhould promote the publick Good, But by 
Juſtice is uſually underſtood the Performance of 
that to others which they may claim by a perfect 
C 2 Right ; 


tion of all civil Society. Without this obtained 


one general Confuſion. By Juſtice, in ſome - 


fare of others, both with Reſpect to their Souls 


= W, 


Right; or, in other Words, which is abſolutely 
neceſlary for the Being of a Community. But 
Charity implies the doing of that to which Men 
have only an imperfe&t Right; or which, if 
neglected, would not immediately deſtroy al 
the Bonds of Society, but which is ſo far neceſſary 
to be performed, as it conduces to the Peace, Con- 
veniency, Order and Harmony of the World, a 
well as the more comfortable Support and moderate 
Circumſtances of Individuals. And itis to this weare 
more eſpecially obliged as Chriſtians, and to approve 
ourſelves bright Examples to the World. Chari- 
ty, in its moſt extenſive Meaning, includes all 
Kinds of Benevolence and Good-Will to Men, 
It always implies a merciful Frame and Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind; it engages Men to feek the Wel- 


and their Bodies; it ſuppoſes a relenting and 
forgiving Temper; that we are ready to forgive 
the Offences of others againſt us, as we ourſelves 
expect Forgiveneſs at the Hands of God. It has 
a direct Tendency to weaken and ſubdue al 
boiſterous and irregular Paſſions, and give us 
true Taſte and Reliſh of Happineſs. It affords: 
Pleaſure, . which will encreaſe upon Reflection, 
and be always on the growing Hand. It requires 
us not only to love thoſe that love us, and do 
Good to thoſe that do Good to us, (which migit 
be no very difficult Matter) but alſo thoſe that 
hate us, deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute u. 
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Charity thinketh no Evil; is always ready to 
put the moſt favourable Conſtructions upon the 
Words and Actions of others. There are three 
| Chriſtian Virtues which are more eminent, Faith, 
Hope, and Charity, but the greateſt of theſe is 
Charity. 


St. Paul ſays, Th I beſtow all my Goods to feed 
the Poor, and tho I give my Body to be burned, and 
have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. 


Nay we ate told, that all our imagined Love 
to God will. nothing avail if this be wanting. 
If any Man loveth not his Brother, whom he hath 
ſeen, how ſhould he love God, whom he hath not 
ſeen ? 


But farther; we ought to ſhew a good Ex- 
ample, by our Concern for the Intereſt of 
Religion, and our Readineſs to expreſs it on all 
Occaſions, .and by our Delight in the Worſhip 
and Service of God. Thou /halt love the Lord thy 
Cod, with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and 
with all thy Mind. 


We ought at all Times gratefully to expreſs a 
deep Senſe of all the divine Favours ; we ought 
conſtantly to read and hear his holy Word, 
conſtantly pray unto him and praiſe him. We 
have a remarkable Inſtance of this pious Diſpo- 
fition 
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ſition in the Prophet Daniel, who, though it wi 
made Death by the King's Decree to aſk any 
Thing either of God or Man, for the Space of 
three Days, unleſs of the King himſelf; yet 
Daniel, nevertheleſs, from a Senſe of his Duty, 
failed not to retire as uſual to his private Apart- 
ment, and opening his Windows (according to 
the Cuſtom of the captive Jews) towards the 
ruined Temple of Feru/alem, poured out his 
Petitions to God. *Tis thus, by a never-failing 
Performance of thoſe Duties which we owe unto 
him, that we ſhould cultivate, as it were, 2 
Correſpondence betwixt God and us; raiſe and 
perfect our Natures, and exalt our Souls to: 
nearer Likeneſs to 'our heavenly Father ; ſecure 
an intimate Friendſhip with him who is the 
greateſt and the beſt of Beings, who is beſt able 
to know us, and who will at laſt reward us with 
moſt compleat Felicity. * 


34ly, We come now to inquire what are the 
proper Ends and Motives of moral and religious 
Actions. 


It is the Property of a reaſonable Being, a 
ſuch, never to act without an End, that is a 
View to obtain ſomething in itſelf deſirable, 
agreeable to the Nature of that Being, and which 
it is able to acquieſce and reſt in, as the Thing 


originally propoſed, and for the Sake of mw 
| h only 
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only the Means conducive to it were valuable. 
I is the diſtinguiſhing Excellency and Privilege 
of Mankind, above Creatures of an inferior Rank 
and Order in the Univerſe, that they have Reaſon, 
an active Power of the Mind, by which they 
can diſcover what is moſt ſuitable to their Na- 
tures, and what is the moſt proper End they 
ought to propoſe to themſelves, and to which 
all their Actions are to be directed. 


But I have not Time to enlarge here, ſhall 
therefore only obſerve in the General, that the 
Honour and Glory of God, the Beauty and in- 
trinſick Excellency of Virtue, the Love of 
Mankind and a Regard to our own true Intereſt, 
are all of them proper Ends and Motives of 
moral and religious Actions. And to make an 
Action moſt compleatly virtuous it ought to 
proceed from one at leaſt, if not all of theſe 
Principles conjointly ; only with this Exception, 
that an Action altogether ſelfiſh and intereſted, 
and which does not proceed from any of the 
afore-mentioned Principles, is by no Means 
virtuous; but an Action which is deſigned to 
promote the Honour of God or the Good 
Men, ſhould there be no Intereſt in the Caſe, 


| would not ceaſe to be virtuous, laudable, and an 
Obje& of Reward. But, 
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. Not that I believe there is any Reafon to blame 


the ordinary Level of Mankind; and the Station 
vou hold in the Church, as the Miniſters and 


( 16 ) 


4thiy, We ſhall make ſome Obſervations ſuits 
ble to the preſent Occaſion. 


And here, my Reverend Brethren, I humbly 
beg Leave to addreſs myſelf, firſt of all, to you; 


your Conduct, or put you in Mind as negligent 
of your Duty; but I cannot help obſerving, from 
the Subject of my Diſcourſe, that if our Lord 
and Saviour calls upon his Apoſtles, in a par- 
ticular Manner, without excluding the reſt of 
his Followers, from this great Duty, to let their 
Light ſhine before Men, how much is it in- 
cumbent on you, who are- the Followers and 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles in the great and important 
Work of inſtructing and reforming Mankind; 
I fay, how much does it become you to /: yur 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee pour gui 
Works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven! 
You (my Reverend Brethren) are the Light if ft 
World; a City that is ſet on an Hill cannit be bil 
Your liberal Education, and Leiſure from mean 
and ſervile Employments, raiſe you greatly above 


Diſpenſers of God's holy Word and Ordinances, 
ſets you in the moſt conſpicuous Point of Light; 
tis therefore highly incumbent on you, in &) 


Inſtance of Life, to act up to the Dignity of *. 
8 


E 

high Character which you ſuſtain. Mpere much 
is given, Men will ast the more. We ought, as 
much as poſſible, lay ourſelves out, to promote 
the great End of our Inſtitution, to make Men 
wiſer and better; 'tis a Charge of great Impor- 
tance, we ought then not to ſlight it, but ſeri- 
ouſly endeavour to fulfil it. We ſhould be con- 
ſtant and diligent in the Diſcharge of every Branch 
of our Duty, both in the Church and out of it; 
nor ſhould we altogether neglect private Admo- 
nitions any more than publick Preaching ; as the 
Apoſtle ſays, Exhort one another daily, while it is 
called to Day, left any of you be hardened through the 
Decitfulneſs of Sin. As our great Lord and 
Maſter. went about doing good, ſo ought we, 
conſidering of what Moment it is to fave a Soul, 
or how terrible to loſe one, through our Ne- 
glect 


We ſhould be careful not only to abſtain from 
all notorious Irregularities and groſs Vices, but 
even be content to deny ourſelves of ſome inno- 
cent and lawful Pleaſures, where *tis plain a 
good End will be anſwered by it. As St. Paul 
lays, all Things are lawful for me, but all Things 
ore not expedient. In this Caſe, as it is impoſſi- 
ble to lay down Rules, every Man's own Pru- 
dence muſt determine. Tis our Buſineſs to 
make Uſe of the Weakneſs of Men, for their 
Good ; not to impoſe on their Underſtandings, 
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but to find the beſt Way to their Hearts, and 
how to effet the moſt laſting Reformation in 
their Manners. We muſt uſe all the moſt proper 
Methods to overcome their Ignorance, calm 
their Paſſions, and remove their Prejudices; and 
take Care not to do any Thing that may pro- 
voke them againſt us, and thereby hinder our 
Uſefulneſs to them. And I am firmly perſuaded, 
whoever puts a Force upon himſelf, and denies 
himſelf a Privilege he might lawfully claim for 
the Good of Souls under his Care, will find 
himſelf amply * «ty a more real and laſting 
Pleaſure. 


T would farther beg Leave to obſerve, that 
Charity, T mean that Part of it which relates to 
relieving the Neceſſitous, is a Thing highly be- 
coming our Character and Office. 


Perhaps the Circumſtances of ſome Clergymen, 
(I am afraid too many) are not ſo eaſy as to be 
able to put in Practiſe this Virtue, without ma- 
nifeſt Prejudice to themſelves and Families; in 
this Caſe, *tis not to be expected; tho' it is 
greatly to be wiſhed, for their own Sakes and the 
common Intereſt and Concern of Religion, that 
there were no Room for this Plea. But when 


we are able, the great and good Effects of it are 


plain. For certainly there is no Virtue ſo much 
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of Mankind, as this; nothing like this will con- 


ciliate their beſt Affections to us; and when they 
ſee us ſo concerned for their Bodies, and what 


ſo ſenſibly and immediately affects their Happi- 


neſs, they will be the more ready to believe us in 
Earneſt in what relates to their Soul's Good. 


But further, as different Caſes require different 
Remedies, there are certain Times and Seaſons 
when every Thing dear and important, relating 
to our Country and Religion is brought to a 
Criſis, in theſe Circumſtanees a double Care is 
to be uſed; and like good Shepherds, it becomes 
us to be more than ordinarily watchful over our 
Flocks. 


At a Time when we are engaged in a deſtruc- 
tive tho* neceſſary War; at a Time when Po- 
pery and arbitrary Power have lately made a 
moſt daring Attack upon our Religion and Li- 
berties, and God knows whether we are yet free 
from all Apprehenfions of the fame Kind; I ſay 
at ſuch a Time as this, *tis highly incumbent on 
us to exert ourſelves to the utmoſt ; at once to 
make bur People ſenſible of the Miſchiefs of Po- 
pery, and inſtil into them the Principles of Loy- 
aty to his Majeſty and his royal Houſe, as the 
beſt Guard againſt it. When we are openly at- 
tacked on the one Side, and ſecretly undermined 
on the other; whilſt Infidelity and a mad En- 
thuſiaſm ſeem to ſtrive which ſhall be the firſt 
D 2 to 
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to deſtroy true Religion and Virtue, and Popery 
always conſiſtent with itſelf, and ſteady in the 
proſecuting of its own Intereſts, however found- 
ed upon the baſeſt and moſt wicked Principles, 
ſhews its wondrous Art in nothing more than 
increaſing our Diſſentions; Divide & impera, is 
their conſtant Maxim: And, as we are told, 
Satan himſelf is transformed into an Angel of Light, 
can ſometimes put on the Maſk of Liberty; when 
under that Cover, they are likely to promote Li- 
centiouſneſs, to ſuch a Degree, as muſt end in 
the final Deſtruction of all true Liberty. Some- 
times we find their Emiſſaries engaged amidſt all 
the Ravings of Enthufiaſm ; at others, prompting 
the calm Deiſt to wound Chriſtianity through the 
Sides of the Church of England. In theſe per- 
plexing Circumſtances, my Reverend Brethren, 
what are we to do? To fit ſtill, continue idle 
and inactive, whilſt the Enemy is ſo buſy? No, 
let us be active and reſolute in the Diſcharge of 
our Duty, in warning the People of their Dan- 
ger, and teaching them to avoid the Snares laid 
for them, and leave the Event to God; who, 2 
our Intentions are right, even tho? they ſhould 
want their wiſhed-for Succeſs, will certainly re- 
ward us. Then let us ſhew ourſelves 
Men, by acting vigorouſly for the Cauſe of our 
God and our Religion ; and as we have the Ho- 
' nour to be Miniſters of the Church of Englans, 
which is confeſſed by all to be the chief Suppo 
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of the Reformation ; let us not be ſlack in the 
support of that moſt excellent Cauſe, we are in- 
truſted to defend; then let us contend earneſtly 
for the Faith, let us zealouſly maintain the Doc- 
trine and Diſcipline of our Church againſt all Op- 
poſers, but let our Zeal be tempered with Mo- 
deration ; and let us endeavour with Meekneſs to 
perſuade thoſe that are gone aſtray, and that op- 
poſe themſelves to the Truth. And to ſum up 
all, St. Paul's Advice to Timothy, is highly wor. 
thy of our Notice: Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth, 
but be thou an Example of the Believers, in Word, in 
Converſation, itt Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Pu- 
rity. 


But before I conclude, I would addreſs 
myſelf to the People ; and if it is incumbent 
on the Clergy to be ſo careful in their Conduct, 
ſomething is likewiſe due on your Parts. If we 
muſt be diligent in teaching and exhorting, you 
ought to hear with Meekneſs and Candour; if 
ve ſhould be Examples of Sobriety and Regula- 
rity, you ought alſo to lead ſober Lives, in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. If we muſt be Examples 
of Charity, and great Things are often expected, 
even when our Incomes are ſmall, how much 
more ought ye, of your Abundance, contribute 
generouſly to the Support of your indigent Bre- 
thren? How ready ſhould you always be to ſup- 
ply the Wants of ſuch Clergymen eſpecially, 
whoſe Circumſtances are really indigent, and who 
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worſe for both; and if one ſuffer, the other mul 
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by their Profeſſion are cut off from thoſe Ways 
of getting Money that others enjoy? But eſpeci 
ally ye ſhould be careful not to with-hold thei 
juſt Dues and lawful Rights; for, if we imjr 


unto you our ſpiritual Things, is it much that we jr. 
take of your carnal Things ? 


7 


On this Occaſion I would humbly put you in 
Mind of that Regard, Eſteem and Reſpect which 
are due to our ſacred Order. Have you ay 
Complaints againſt us? Conſider whether there is 
not ſomething wanting on your Part; as we ar 
Men we are liable to the Imperfections of Hu- 
manity, and therefore no more ſhould be ex- 
pected of us, than as of thoſe who are yet in the 
Body. I know the Enemies of Chriſtianity and 
the Proteſtant Religion join Iſſue in this, —to 
contrive how to create Miſunderſtandings between 
the Clergy and Laity, and to make the formet 
odious to the latter. And whenever J hear any 
Man attempt to vilify the Order in genen, 
{which God knows is too frequent) I think it no 
Breach of Charity to believe him a Papiſt in Dit 
guiſe, or an Infidel ; and theſe two are nearer fe- 
lated, than is commonly thought. 


Believe me, your Intereſts and ours, are the 
very fame; and whenever that mutual Confidencs 
which ought to be between us ceaſes, it will be 


feel. But we hope better Things of you. * 
ol 
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on our Parts, I dare venture to aſſert, that we 
daim no tyrannical Authority, like thoſe of 'the 
gam Communion over the Conſciences, Per- 
ons and Eſtates of the People. If ſome have 
formerly magnified their Power, and inſiſted on 
their Rights, in an improper Manner, there can 
be no Reaſon why the whole Body ſhould be 
blamed for the Indiſcretion of a few. If ſome 
haye, perhaps, in too high a Strain called them- 
klves God's Ambaffadors on Earth, you ought 
however to remember that we are Ambaſſadors for 
Cad, beſceching Sinners in Chri/i's Stead to be reton- 
ad unto God. But if you be wanting in your 

Duty to us, tis no Wonder we ſhould flacken in 
the Performance of what we owe to you, The 
foreign Proteſtants are remarkable, that whilſt 
they diſclaim the Errors of the Romiſh Commu- 
non, pay :a Degree of Reſpect to their Clergy, 
perhaps. ſupetior to what-the-Papiſts themſelves 
do, to thoſe whom they have made the Lords of 
their Conſciences, and acknowledge as the Diſ- 

polers of Heaven itſelf; and the many good Ef- 
kits which-ariſe from Hence, are viſible to every 
ne, I ſpeak this of my o. Knowledge and 
Obſervation; And certainly if the Clergy be fe- 
nenced - as ty ought, cheir Doctrine witÞbe 


nuch more regarded, and cher Examples will 
. of far wy gh oe ic Loan 
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I earneſtly therefore intreat vou not to be want- 
I's in the Reſpect due to thoſe who are ſet over 
you, 


Eyes of all Beholders, and engage their Heart, 
that they may be converted to the ſame happy 


(.-_ 7 
you, and have the Care of your Souls, I intre 
you, not for our Sakes, but for the Honour of 
our common Lord, for the Honour of our con. 
mon Chriſtianity, and the Religion, which, x 
Proteſtants, we profeſs; we have all Enemies 
enough, we ſhould not then be jealous of each 
other. This Conduct will have a great Adyar- 
tage with Regard to thoſe that are without, at lex 
it takes away all Occafion from the Adverſary, to 
ſpeak reproachfully. Once more I intreat you, 
not for our Sakes, but your own, your beſt Inte- 
reſts, both in this, and a future World. 


Then let us, both Miniſters and People, take 
Care to live as becomes Chriſtians, in all holy Con. 
verſation and Godlineſs, not forgetting the Advice 
given us in the Text, and that they are the 
Words of our bleſſed Lord himſelf: Dat u- 
Light may ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee ur 
good Warks, and thereby glorify our Father whih i 
in Heaven. That our bright and ſhining Exan- 
ple of Virtue and Goodneſs, may ſo attract the 


Courſe, and we: and they may. together git 
Glory to God, and in celebrating the Praiſes of 
that all- perfect Being, enjoy a compleat and ever- 
laſting Felicity in the Weld 

God of his infinite A 


